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Way Point 14
Looking for Ten Godly Men
Story of Intercession for Destruction of Sodom
We left our last Way Point with Abraham entertaining the three men at
Mamre. Genesis 18:1-2 And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains
of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day; 2 And he
lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he
saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself
toward the ground.
One of these received the worship of Abraham and we have identified
Him as the Lord Jesus pre-Bethlehem. We see from Genesis 19:1 that only
two make the trip to Sodom. “And there came two angels to Sodom at
even...” We will get to this in the next Way Point. The point here is that
there remained one of the three behind, the Angel of the Lord, the Lord
Himself.
I- Toward Sodom:
Genesis 18:16 And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward
Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on the way.
The message to Abraham and Sarah was only the first part of the
mission of these that came to Abraham. They rise and looked toward the
fertile plains and the cities that Lot had chosen years before.
II- God Reasons With Himself:
In just a few moments two of these men will depart. Abraham is left
standing with the Lord. We see that God is reasoning with Himself about
should He reveal what is about to happen to Abraham.
Genesis 18:17-19 And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham
that thing which I do; 18 Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a
great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed
in him? 19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his
household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do
justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that
which he hath spoken of him.
God would reveal His intent to destroy Sodom to Abraham. Barnes
Notes gives the following reasons for God’s revelation to Abraham.
First. Abraham shall surely become a nation great and mighty,
and therefore has the interest of humanity in this act of retribution
on Sodom. All that concerns man concerns him. Second. Blessed
in him shall be all the nations of the earth. Hence, he is personally
and directly concerned with all the dealings of mercy and
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judgment among the inhabitants of the earth. Third. “I have
known him.” The Lord has made himself known to him, has
manifested his love to him, has renewed him after his own image;
and hence this judgment upon Sodom is to be explained to him,
that he may train his household to avoid the sins of this doomed
city, “to keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; and
all this to the further intent that the Lord may bring upon
Abraham what he hath spoken of him.” The awful judgments of
the Lord on Sodom, as before on the antediluvian world, are a
warning example to all who are spared or hear of them. And those
who, notwithstanding these monuments of the divine vengeance,
will cease to do justice and judgment, may be certain that they
will not continue to enjoy the benefits of the covenant of grace.
For all these reasons it is meet that the secret of Lord be with him

Coordinates:
Genesis 18:16-33
Sights to See:
1- The sins of mankind are
never hidden from the eyes of
God.
2- God never judges unjustly
nor hastily.
3- Abraham’s intercession for
Sodom was rooted in his
relationship with God.
4- Abraham knew that God was
a righteous God who would do
right in all things.
5- Abraham stood in the gap
with God for this city that was a
wicked place.
6- It is a fearful thing for anyone
to pass into eternity without a
relationship with God through
Christ.
7- Is there someone that you are
standing in the gap for?

III- Exploring the Rumors:
So the decision is made by God to reveal His intent to Abraham.
Genesis 18:20-22 And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; 21 I will
go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to
the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know. 22 And
the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but
Abraham stood yet before the LORD.
We know that the wickedness of Sodom had not just happened in
the last few days. It has been a wicked city for years. Notice what is
said years before when Abraham and Lot separated some 23 years or so
before. Genesis 13:13 But the men of Sodom were wicked and
sinners before the LORD exceedingly.
These cities will become examples for the ages of the destruction of
sin and God’s judgment. The language here is spoken in the language a man might use. The point is that
God did not destroy these cities without knowing the full manner of their sin.
Notice it says Abraham stood yet with the Lord after the men departed.

IV- Abraham’s Intercession:
The greatness of Abraham shines thru here as he acts as an intercessor for the humans in Sodom.
Abraham certainly never condoned the sins of the men but realized it was a fearful thing for any human,
no matter how wicked he has been or is, to go into eternity. Jude tells us in Jude 1:22-23 And of some
have compassion, making a difference: 23 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire;
hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.
Abraham knew God was a God of compassion so when he is told that Sodom is going to be
destroyed he begins to intercede. Notice the progression of numbers from 50 to 10 for the sparing of the
city.
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Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary says, “Here is the first solemn prayer upon record in the
Bible; and it is a prayer for the sparing of Sodom. Abraham prayed earnestly that Sodom might be
spared, if but a few righteous persons should be found in it.”
We know that the prayer of one can make a difference. James 5:16-18 “...The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and
he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years
and six months. 18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her
fruit.”
Moses would stand in the gap for the nation of Israel (see Exodus 32) but here Abraham is standing
in the gap for the heathen of Sodom.
1- Will You Spare the City for 50 Righteous? Genesis 18: 23 And Abraham drew near, and said,
Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked? 24 Peradventure there be fifty righteous within
the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein? 25
That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the
righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?
26 And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the
place for their sakes.
2- Will You Spare the City for 45 Righteous? Genesis 18:27 And Abraham answered and said,
Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes: 28
Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five?
And he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not destroy it.
3- Will You Spare the City for 40 Righteous? Genesis 18:29 And he spake unto him yet again,
and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it for forty's sake.
4- Will You Spare the City for 30 Righteous? Genesis 18:30 And he said unto him, Oh let not
the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found there. And he said, I will
not do it, if I find thirty there.
5- Will You Spare the City for 20 Righteous? Genesis 18:31 And he said, Behold now, I have
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. And he said, I
will not destroy it for twenty's sake.
6- Will You Spare the City for 10 Righteous? Genesis 18:32 And he said, Oh let not the Lord be
angry, and I will speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he said, I will
not destroy it for ten's sake. 33 And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left communing with
Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place.
One critical important point we need not miss is that while Abraham was make intercession for the
city of Sodom he was making intercession for Lot. You notice that it stopped at 10 in the process but
God did spare a total of four from Sodom. What if Abraham had not interceded, we are left to wonder if
Lot would have been spared. This should cause us to stop and really consider our intercession for the
lost in our family, city, state, country and world.
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