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Way Point 68
A Sling Shot Beats a Sword
Story of the David and Goliath
David has been anointed King of Israel, a king in waiting, but many
events will transpire before this comes to fruition. Our Way Point this time
is one that is a very familiar story from the Scriptures, the story of David
and Goliath. This is a story of when a sling shot beat a sword in battle. A
story of when God is with someone the enemy need not be seen as a giant.
I- Challenge of the Philistine:
We enter into the history of Saul’s reign with a second war with the
Philistines being fought. David had previously been summoned to Saul to
play his harp when Saul was troubled. 1 Samuel 16:21-23 And David
came to Saul, and stood before him: and he loved him greatly; and he
became his armourbearer. 22 And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David,
I pray thee, stand before me; for he hath found favour in my sight. 23
And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was upon Saul, that
David took an harp, and played with his hand: so Saul was refreshed,
and was well, and the evil spirit departed from him.
So, we see that Saul knew David and in fact had seen him many times
before the Goliath event.
Now the Philistines are arrayed for battle on the soil of Israel.
1 Samuel 17:1 Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to
battle... 2 And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and
pitched by the valley of Elah, and set the battle in array against the
Philistines. 3 And the Philistines stood on a mountain on the one side,
and Israel stood on a mountain on the other side: and there was a valley
between them.
The armies faced off across a valley with one army on one side and the
other on another mountain. Each day a giant named Goliath came out of
the camp of the Philistines to challenge the army of Israel.
The Message says in 1 Samuel 17:4-7 A giant nearly ten feet tall
stepped out from the Philistine line into the open, Goliath from Gath. 5
He had a bronze helmet on his head and was dressed in armor--126
pounds of it! 6 He wore bronze shin guards and carried a bronze sword.
7 His spear was like a fence rail--the spear tip alone weighed over fifteen
pounds. His shield bearer walked ahead of him.
Goliath was a giant to say the least, pun intended. He would call out to
the Israelite army on the other side of the valley each day in mockery. He
challenged any man from Israel to come out and fight him. 1 Samuel 17:8
And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, and said unto them,
- 264 -

Travel Log
Personal Notes





Way Point Chronicles
Traveling through the Old Testament by Chronological Stories
© 2007-09 Dr. Edgar Pierce

Why are ye come out to set your battle in array? am not I a
Philistine, and ye servants to Saul? choose you a man for you, and
let him come down to me.
The challenge was for a one on one battle that would settle the
battle between the armies.
1 Samuel 17:9 If he be able to fight with me, and to kill me,
then will we be your servants: but if I prevail against him, and kill
him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve us. 10 And the
Philistine said, I defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a man,
that we may fight together.
II- Fear in Israel:
1 Samuel 17:11 When Saul and all Israel heard those words of
the Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid.
We could be very spiritual and say that this was only a lack of
faith. But, what about the giants in our lives do we not fail in faith
before them at time, yea, most of the time? It may be true and in all
probability is that fear is the lack of faith but this is one of those
things that call us to truly trust in God.
Most of the teachings of Scripture on fear talk about fearing God
and then when we are in Christ trusting Him with all things. We
need to look at things with our E-D, (not 3-D glasses) eternal
dimension glasses on. When we look at things from Heavens view
we will be closer to practicing what Jesus told us in Matthew 10:28
And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the
soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and
body in hell.
III- David Visits His Brothers:
Remember those strong strapping brothers of David, you know
the ones who were in the army of Saul. They were on the hill and
hearing Goliath each day for forty days. Jesse sends David to check
on his brothers. 1 Samuel 17:17 And Jesse said unto David his son,
Take now for thy brethren an ephah of this parched corn, and
these ten loaves, and run to the camp to thy brethren; 18 And
carry these ten cheeses unto the captain of their thousand, and
look how thy brethren fare, and take their pledge....20 And David
rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper, and
took, and went, as Jesse had commanded him; and he came to the
trench, as the host was going forth to the fight, and shouted for the
battle.
David arrives at the camp and finds his brothers just as they are
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Coordinates:
1 Samuel 17:1-54
Sights to See:
1- Each of us has giants in our
lives that cause us fear.
2- Fear is many situations is a
necessary
life
preserving
action.
3- Goliath was not just
challenging the army of Israel
but the God of Israel as well.
4- When we overcome our
fears it causes us to grow in
faith by leaps and bounds. A
faith not challenged is a faith
not strengthened.
5- Many times we must stop
and take inventory of our faith
based on our reaction to a
situation.
Sometimes
God
sends others to help us do this
and trust Him more.
6- We must not try to be
someone we are not. Of all the
ones that we might fool about
our faith, God is not one of
them.
7- When we are sure of the
leadership of God it should
give us courage, strength and
energy to move forward.
8 A sling in the hand of God is
more powerful than a sword in
the hand of the enemy. God
can give victory when we face
insurmountable odds in life.
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going forth to do the daily sword rattling with the army of the Philistines. They were faced off in a
stalemate. While he is there Goliath comes out with his daily rant. 1 Samuel 17:23 And as he talked
with them, behold, there came up the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the
armies of the Philistines, and spake according to the same words: and David heard them. 24 And all
the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him, and were sore afraid. The army was afraid
they ran from him.
IV- David Asks Where Their Faith in God Was:
David thought in black and white and this man was not defying the army of Israel but Jehovah the
God of Israel. Saul would give a reward t any man who would go fight and kill Goliath but no takers had
been found.
1 Samuel 17: 26 And David spake to the men that stood by him, saying, What shall be done to the
man that killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the reproach from Israel? for who is this
uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God? 27 And the people
answered him after this manner, saying, So shall it be done to the man that killeth him.
David’s brother rebuked him for speaking in such a way being only a young man. 1 Samuel 17:28
And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake unto the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled
against David, and he said, Why camest thou down hither? and with whom hast thou left those few
sheep in the wilderness? I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart; for thou art come down
that thou mightest see the battle. 29 And David said, What have I now done? Is there not a cause?
30 And he turned from him toward another, and spake after the same manner: and the people
answered him again after the former manner.
David is called to come before Saul and he tell Saul in
1 Samuel 17:32 ...Let no man's heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight with this
Philistine. Saul then asks him how he thinks he can kill the giant, after all he is not a warrior. David
gives him his resume of battle with foes that he had conquered.
1 Samuel 17:34 ...Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took
a lamb out of the flock: 35 And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his
mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. 36
Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of
them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God. 37 David said moreover, The LORD that
delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the
hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the LORD be with thee.
The most important thought here is the David knew God would be with him in this. When men are
certain that God has called them to a task, it gives them supernatural strength to trust God.
V- Going as David not as Saul:
Saul calls for his armour to be put on David. Remember Saul stood head and shoulders above all the
Israelites so obviously the armour does not fit. In my minds image of this I see a little boy dressed up in
his daddy’s suit and shoes playing dress up.
1 Samuel 17:39 ...And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them.
And David put them off him. David basically in my opinion said I cannot be Saul, I must be who I am.
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So David takes the weapons he had killed the lion and the bear with and goes forth to battle.
It strikes me that many times we are like this picture. We try to fight the spiritual battle with
weapons we are not familiar with. We pray when it is an emergency or in a crisis and it is much like
putting the armour of Saul on David. David however pictures for us someone who is familiar with
spiritual matters who can do what is needed when it is needed because they are familiar with their tools.
VI- A Sling Shot Beats a Sword
David goes forth to battle Goliath and is met with distain from the giant. He probably thought no one
would ever come forth and now this shepherd is coming toward him.
1 Samuel 17:40 And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the
brook, and put them in a shepherd's bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand:
and he drew near to the Philistine. 41 And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David; and
the man that bare the shield went before him. 42 And when the Philistine looked about, and saw
David, he disdained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance. 43 And the
Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves? And the Philistine cursed
David by his gods. 44 And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the
fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field. Goliath tells him what he was going to do.
David tells Him that He was not coming to fight him alone but in the name of God. 1 Samuel 17:45
Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a
shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom
thou hast defied. 46 This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand...
David states the purpose of this was that God would be glorified. 1 Samuel 17:47 And all this
assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD'S ...
Then the battle plays out and it has been retold so many times before. Look at
1 Samuel 17:48 And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew nigh to meet
David, that David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 49 And David put his hand
in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the
stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth. Goliath lies dead in the dirt. The
sling shot had beat the sword.
Next, David next cuts off the head of Goliath with his own sword. This leads to the armies of the
Philistines fleeing. 1 Samuel 17:51 And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead, they
fled....
Upon returning to Jerusalem David is greeted as a hero. 1 Samuel 18:6-9 And it came to pass as
they came, when David was returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the women came out of
all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with
instruments of musick. 7 And the women answered one another as they played, and said, Saul hath
slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands. 8 And Saul was very wroth, and the saying
displeased him; and he said, They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to me they have
ascribed but thousands: and what can he have more but the kingdom? 9 And Saul eyed David from
that day and forward.
This begins to set the stage for the next years of anger and jealousy of Saul toward David.
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